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Parent-Teacher Conferences Strengthen Support 

—By Amanda Kurtz, TAES Assistant Principal 

As a colorful bounty of leaves falls gracefully from the trees 
onto the ground, our mornings are a little cooler and winter is 
approaching.  It’s an exciting time at 
Tyrone Elementary—the end of our 
first marking period and the 
opportunity for staff to share progress 
reports on each of our students.  
Along with report cards, we welcome families to upcoming 
conferences where, individually, staff communicate with families on 
a child’s progress, set future goals and strengthen the three-way 
communication between student, parent and teacher. 

Here are some practical suggestions for how parents can 
prepare for the parent-teacher conference, so that they can ensure 
the time will be well-spent. 

 
 Prior to the conference, ask your child how he is doing and if 

there are questions or issues your child wants you to discuss with 
the teacher. 

 Bring something you can use to take notes (paper, pen, etc.). 
 Write down a few things to share with the teacher that you think 

would be helpful for the teacher to know about your child. 
 Write down questions you want to ask the teacher regarding your 

child’s academic progress, social skills, work habits, as well as 
behavior. 

 
 We value our relationships with student families.  Our shared 
goal is the growth and success of every child who enters our building.  
Please take the time to attend your child’s parent-teacher conference 
this month and help us support the success of every child at Tyrone 
Area Elementary School. 

 

11/09 In-Service 1/2 Day: 
11:55AM Student Dismissal 

Teacher Conferences 

11/12 Veteran’s Day Observed: 
No School 
Daycare Closed 

11/22 Thanksgiving Holiday: 
No School 
Daycare Closed 

11/23 Thanksgiving Vacation: 
No School 
Daycare Closed 

11/26 Buck Day: No School 
Daycare Closed 



PTO Fall Activities 
—submitted by Mrs. Garda 

 

At Tyrone Elementary, all of our students are winners!  We thank to everyone who participated 

in our profitable Fall fundraiser.  Congratulations to each of our grade-level top sellers, who 

earned a $25 gift certificate for themselves at the Fall book fair:  Paisley Rackovan, Cooper 

Good, William & Dominic Young, Aidan Luther and Cliff Wilson.  A special congratulations to 

our overall top seller—Kathryn Rowe, who received a $50 gift certificate for the Fall book fair. 

 

The Box Top Football Challenge was a great, fun way to get everyone involved!  The following classrooms 

each received a touchdown:  Mrs. Hommer, Mrs. Rice, Mrs. Elder (Kdg), Mrs. Ingle, Mrs. Black, Mrs. 

Chiocco, Mrs. Golden, Mrs. Walk (3rd), Mrs. Getz, Mrs. Paul, and Mrs. Nadolsky.  Congratulations to Mrs. 

Sharbaugh’s second grade classroom for earning two touchdowns and becoming the school-wide winner!   

They will celebrate with a dance party.  Special recognition is hereby announced for the top collectors in 

each grade level, who each earned $10 worth of Scholastic books:  Josie Dicken, Jack Stanton, DJ Doty, 

Alexa Wolfe, Aralyn DeLay and Sophia Riggin. 

 

Get ready for the Box Top Challenge for the 2nd Marking Period—a Box Top Raffle!  There will be one 

drawing/winner per grade level.  A letter explaining the challenge will be coming home soon. 

  

Looking ahead this month, please consider the following opportunities to get involved: 

 

 13th – PTO Meeting 3:30 pm, Location Small Gym 

 16th – Popcorn Friday, Preschool 

 27th – Mega-Event at TAES during school hours 

  

We are still seeking a motivated, people person as our volunteer coordinator. This is a perfect opportunity for 

stay at home mom, dad, or even a grandparent, aunt or uncle of a child that attends TAES. Must have long 

term clearances. Anyone interested in this position please contact Joy Williams, PTO President or former 

volunteer coordinator Anita Eckhart Goodman at taespto@gmail.com or message them on Facebook. 

ers learned about the Pledge of Allegiance and how we 

say it every day to honor our American flag.  Next, each 

teacher read several books about the American flag and 

how it has changed many times since it was first creat-

ed.  Afterwards students even created replicas to hang in the hallway and 

learned all about the Flag Code.  The American flag is the first of many sym-

bols the first grade classes will be studying, including: the Statue of Liberty, 

the Liberty Bell, the Bald Eagle, and the White House. 

Our America  —by Mrs. Myers, First Grade Teacher 

 

To kick start the America the Beautiful Unit, first grad-

https://www.facebook.com/joy.williams.1088?fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARC_UBoM7zsLz6hqDlOOylHwosMUb1-Ab2pOfUHdF92EgB2K4ZCv-J-kOS34lYw6Vj09RcXJ3gwQ7BJIGzkBpgR422YY7PO5A4KN8JVXLb0o7s4VqBGxIwhwgWoyj0Ev2c_bBCMTAm8Qq2oDQ3jEV5VzxwegkDqy-MGiOy9VQnpzP06BSwRfqw&_
https://www.facebook.com/anita.e.goodman.7?fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARC_UBoM7zsLz6hqDlOOylHwosMUb1-Ab2pOfUHdF92EgB2K4ZCv-J-kOS34lYw6Vj09RcXJ3gwQ7BJIGzkBpgR422YY7PO5A4KN8JVXLb0o7s4VqBGxIwhwgWoyj0Ev2c_bBCMTAm8Qq2oDQ3jEV5VzxwegkDqy-MGiOy9VQnpzP06BSwRfqw&_


Young 

Toddlers 

Daycare 

—by Mrs. Johnson 

Many great 

things are 

happening in 

the Young 

Toddler room 

this month. If 

you know some 

of the children 

you might hear 

them sing our Circle 

Time chant to the beat 

of “We Will Rock You” 

and “Good Morning Toddler Friends, How Are 

You.” All the children love it and come 

running to join in on the carpet as soon as we 

start singing. We’re learning about Apples, 

Autumn/Fall, Pumpkins and Owls/Bats and if 

you get an opportunity, take a walk down the 

preschool hall and check out some of our art 

working hanging on the walls. After our 

morning work, the children love sitting down 

and having a mid-morning snack together 

before heading to recess. 

Historical Engineers  

Submitted by 3rd Grade Teachers 
 

 The year is 

1773. Sixty colo-

nists, dressed as 

Mohawk Indians, 

boarded the tea 

ship docked in 

Boston Harbor. 

These colonists 

banded togeth-

er and tossed 

342 crates of tea 

into the harbor, 

making the largest cup 

of tea. Why you may 

ask? No Taxation with-

out Representation! 

Colonists were fighting 

back against King 

George and his unfair taxing on goods. 

Students were asked to create a crate 

that would keep a tea bag dry for the 

longest period of time in a tub of water. 

The groups were only allowed to use 16 

popsicle sticks, a 2x2 square wax paper, 6 

inch strip of masking tape, 12 inches of 

yarn, scissors, glue, and a tea bag.  

 One group kept their tea dry for 

over 16 minutes! Yep—King George 

would have benefited from having Tyson 

Graham and Charlie Lozier engineer a 

crate for his tea!  

Elementary Library News—by Mr. Grady 

The Library has a new 

staff member.  Mrs. 

Michelle Ehresman 

(pronounced “Airsman”) is 

the new Library Para Pro-

fessional.  Mrs. Ehresman 

lives in Huntingdon with 

her husband, daughter, son 

and Weimaraner dog.  She 

enjoys reading, hiking and watching her chil-

dren’s sporting activities (soccer and basket-

ball).   Please welcome her to our elementary 

school family.  



Mobile Ag — Hand Washing 
--submitted by Mrs. Getz, 4th grade teacher 

 
 Fourth grade students at Tyrone Elementary recently partici-
pated in a hand washing activity with the Penn State Mobile Ag Lab.  
During this lab students practiced the steps of the Scientific Investiga-
tion. They began the lesson with the question, “What is the best way 
to clean the germs off of your hands?”  Most students thought that 
hand sanitizer would remove most of their germs.  They tested their 
hypothesis by washing their hands with soap and water, with only wa-
ter, with hand sanitizer, and with wet wipes.  Students were very sur-
prised to find that hand sanitizer and wet wipes were not very effec-
tive in cleaning germs from their hands.  Surprisingly, they found that 
using just water was better at removing germs from their hands than 
the sanitizer and wipes.  They discovered that using soap and water 
with lots of friction was the most effective way to remove germs from 
their hands.  Hopefully, the students will remember to wash their 
hands with soap and water to limit the amount of germs.   

CHANGES 
—submitted by the Second Grade Team 

 

During these months, we start to 

observe many changes: the days 

are a bit shorter, the air a tad 

cooler, and the colors on the 

leaves are brighter. (Not so much 

this year) In second grade at 

Tyrone Elementary, we have been 

observing changes as well. We 

study how a substance can turn 

from a liquid to a solid and back 

again. Students enjoy thinking like 

scientists- forming and testing their 

hypotheses. This year, with a focus 

on STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Mathematics), 

students also look forward to 

designing plans and testing them 

out. The question we teachers are 

asking is this: what will our 

scientists design next? 

Fall is Fun—by:  Mrs. Bock, Kindergarten teacher 

For Tyrone Elementary Kindergarteners the month of October 

was a fun and busy time.  We are 

learning about community 

helpers, so we had a fun walking 

field trip downtown to visit 

several local community helpers 

and businesses.  We toured the 

Tyrone Police Station and police 

vehicles, listened 

to stories at the 

Tyrone-Snyder Public Library, 

got a behind the scenes peek at 

the Tyrone Post Office and mailed 

a post card while we were there, 

got to have a tasty treat at 

Bake Shop Bakes and had lunch in 

the Armory building that the Joshua House so graciously shared 

with us. It was a fun and informative day! 

At the end of the month, we had a fun fall rotation.  The 

kindergarten students rotated through different stations and got 

to listen to fall stories and do related activities, sang fall songs 

and participated in a fall obstacle course. It was an afternoon 

filled with fun, laughter and music. 

Kindergarten also enjoyed many other fun activities, including a 

school-wide PTO Scholastic Book Fair, the Yan Fall activities at 

the high school, and the NED show—just to name a few! 



—A Message from Your School Counselors— 
submitted by:  Mrs. Eaken 

The school counselors have been very busy visiting each class-

room talking about ‘Aevidum’ with students.  Aevidum means 

“I’ve Got Your Back.”  Discussions are focused around the im-

portance of being kind to others, showing others we care and 

helping each other out.  The symbol for Aevidum is a yellow 

hand.  We will continue to visit each classroom 2 times per 

month.  Be sure to ask your child what topics the counselors are discussing! 

Celebrating 

the Season 
--by Ms. Becker, K4 Teacher 

 

It’s starting to feel like Autumn 

and to celebrate the season 

Tyrone Elementary Preschoolers 

participated in Scarecrow 

Day.  Many of the three and four 

year olds dressed up in their 

straw hats and boots!  They 

learned the letter S, crafted 

scarecrows for their classrooms, 

made shape scarecrows, and 

participated in sensory 

experiences with corn and 

straw.  An exciting part of the 

day was when Miss Lindsay 

Pullara from Dance Fusion 

came to dance with us!  She 

taught us about the four 

seasons, animal sounds, and 

some scarecrow songs.   



 

 

Summer Reading + Bookbus + Ice Cream = 

LOTS OF FUN AT THE READING 

CELEBRATION! 

 

—by Mrs. Miller, Title 1 Reading Teacher 

Thirty-eight students met the challenge to read over the summer. Parents and students 

documented the books and the amount of time they read, turned in their papers at the 

beginning of the school year, and were rewarded with ice cream sundaes and also had an 

opportunity to be the Bookbus “Driver”—what fun!  

At the reading celebration, students explored many of the books available on the Bookbus!  

A very comfortable, friendly environment houses a large selection of books. Students 

selected a book and read it with a partner for the celebration. Reading exploration and fun 

was combined with delicious ice cream sundaes! All the children enjoyed the celebration- 

thanks parents for your help over the summer!  

Keep Reading! 

Mr. Shue making 

some AWESOME ice 

cream sundaes! 

Tyler Garda and 

Izzy Grieco  as “Bus Drivers” 




